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Rabki Shalom Rosmer

Time Awareness

{ Judaism apprehended youth and old age not only as
successive physiological periods in a person’s life; Judaism
understood them in spiritual terms as well, As such, they
describe two existenrial moods, twe “l awarenesses’: the
one of a youth, the other of an old man. Organically, youth

é and old age are, of course, mutually exclusive. Youth is

primarily the time of tissue buildup, and old age, the time
of tissue destruction, However, as existential moods they
can be experienced simultaneously, and as “] awarenesses”
they may exist contemporanecusly in the same individual.

It These different existentizl awarenesses are determined by
different time awarenesses. While grammar uses three tenses
(past, present, furure), existentiaily, the present lies in the
past or in the future and cannot be isolated as z separate
experience. What we call the present is only a vantage

Il point from which we look forward or backward. Time is
€Xperienced by us in retrospection as a mMEemory or
recollection, and in expectation and anticipation as a vision
of events which will transpire some time hence.

The time awareness of yourh is furure oriented while the

4} time awareness of the old centers on the past, Existentially,
to be young means to be commitied o Ihe Future, white to

be old means 1o contemplate what once was but is no
longer. The young man is essentially a searcher, a questioner,
and a believer, while the old man is primarily a reviewer, a
meditator, and a skeptic.!

Judaism attempts 1o combine the experience of youth and
age and requires of the jew that he be simultanecusly, and
perhaps paradoxicaily, both young and old. Like a tree
whose roots absorb their nourishment from the scil and

3[whose foliage is caressed by sunlight flowing from a distant
and unknown future, the jew must be deeply rooted in his
past and inspired by a vision of the future. )

The time awareness of Judaism is recollection and
anticipalion, and it may be best understood by positing

3% {and analyzing) two doctrines: the doctrine of exprerienitial
memory and the doctrine of experiential antictpation.

Experiential Memory

In order to understand what experiential memory is, we

must recognize that there are two kinds of memory. The
vy first is an intellectual memory which mechanically raeal o
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~ experiences by evoking the feelings of the past event. Judaism
- nsisted that Jews recall not only the factual events of the
past, but that in addition the experiences of the past retain
their vigor undiminished despite the passage of time. Whatever
was horrible and frightening should be remembered as
hortible and frightening, no mates how much time has
elapsed since the event transpired. The memory of what’
once was therapeutic and redemptive should forever possess
those qualities. In short, when remembering the past, the
Jew relives the event as i 1t were a present realily.

f Many halakhot are clearly refated to experie?tiﬁl memory.’
Our commiiment to Ereiz visrael—one of the strangest

phenomenz in human psychology—is intelligible only in

rerms of experiential memory. We have been exiled from
the land of Israel for 1900 years and suddenly we discovered
that it is our home, What is responsible is not the memory
of events which occurred there or people who lived there
3 000 years ago. For the non-Jew, these are merely
accheological facts. For the Jew, they are experiential facts.
Biblical stories are in our present. In the heder we cried
when we learned of the sale of Joseph, and we rejoiced in
his ascendancy to power. There was a freshness, a vigor, 2
neamess which we felt in that drama. The ninth of Av was
nct a story out of antiquity; we witnessed the tragedy. In
our childish eyes we saw the flames enveloping the Holy of
3l Holies. There was participation and involvement as if we
had been transferred back in time to the year 70 C.E.

As a mater of fact this is the only way 1o study the Bible.
Inteflectual analysis, while indispensable, will not suffice to
uncover the spiritual kerygma of the Bible. Only one who
7] can read between the lines, who can experience the biblical
event and can establish communion with its characters can
discover and fully comprehend the biblical message.

Experient'tal Anticipation
Just as the past can be experienced in the present, so can
2 the future. Experiential anticipation means that the Jew
. anticipates an event not just because it is bound to occur—ihat
would onlv be an intellectual anticipation,; it means that the
jew becomes excited and rejoices and sings and dances as
if an event which will first transpire On SOMe unknown. date
Y} in the future had already actually tzken place. The future is
experienced as reality and is integrated into the frame of
reference of reality even before it occurs. The mother who
learms of ner child’s unexpected homecoming experiences
the joy of his “resurrection” even before he opens the door.
,1(_0 Experiential memory commits the Jew to reliving his past,

and experiential anticipation, the reguirement Of
preexperience, commits the Jew to the future.
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This identificarion of the Jew with the past and his
commitment to the future is a challenge, not a gratuity, and
it therefore requires dedication and sacrifice. Although
basically an emotional experience, time awareness must be
merged with knowledge and cognition. A Jew must study in
b order to achieve the aforementioned synthesis and

reconcijiation. Notwithstanding the importance Judaism
attached to the emotions, their fleeting and transient nature
led Judaism to distrust them. While Pascal spoke of a logic
du coeur, a logic of the heart, Judaism requires a logic and
1] ethics of the heart. All feelings—ijoy, sadness, anger,
campassion—must be enlightened, and all need to be
contralied by man. Subjectivism which is not guided by
logic may become destructive, even in the search for Torah.
The cognitive gesture must be involved in our time experience.
|{ This can be achieved only through study, especially of
Eumash. Ancient events must be understcod in modern
categories, and current events must be interpreted via biblical
categories. It is most important to be able to see in the
Humash the mirror of huoman destiny in general, and of

44 Jewish destiny in paricular. A sensitivity to seeing life reflected

in the Humash must be developed.

With one hand the Jew receives the message of the past,
and with the other he passes it on to the future. Through
the merging of experiential memory and experieniial

1ganticipation the few transcends temporzl bounds and
' penetrates inio eternity.
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Days of Deliverapce p. 151-153 .23
| A pair of vulgar, unwitting young girls, the daughters of Lot,

believed that the whole world nad been destroyed, and it was up
to them to recreate jt. T‘rgi_t_ig_gy_d__ig_i_t in a horrible way: but
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N
The Halakhah demonstrates this 1 povn a private and pub-
lic way. Immediately after one buries a father or mother—when
all of life seems gray, pointless, and hopeless—the words ring
out in the cemetery: “May the Lord console you among the rest
of the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.” This is accompanied by
C;“Yitgadel ve-yitkadesh, Magnified and sanctified be His great

name in the world that is to be created anew, where He will .
quicken the dead, and raise them up to life eternal; where He
will rebuild the city of Jerusalem and establish His Temple in
the midst thereof . . .” One minute after the earth is laid on the
}| grave-—condolence and affirmation of belief in the restoration of

Jerusalem!

~ When a Jew sits on the ground on Tish‘ah be-Av, he pours
cut his heart, “O God, remember what happened to us” (Lam.
5:1; Kinah 7); he throws off his tellit and tefillin, and sinks into
f( resignation, doubt and sadness. Only a few hours later, when
the sun grows red in the west, he wraps himself in his tallit and
tefillin, takes ont a Torah scroll, and begs of God: “Turn from
Your fierce wrath, and repent of this evil against Your people”
(Ex. 32:12). He says, “For You, O Lord, did consume her with
2\  fire, and with fire You will in future restore her . . . Blessed are
You, O Lord, Who comforts Zion and rebuilds Jerusalem”
(Nahem). Tish‘ah be-Av exemplifies destruction and rebuilding
on the same day. “On the day that the Temple was destroyed,
the redeemer was born” (Yerushalmi Berakhot 2:4). If not for the
U beliel in the future, exemplified by Lot's daughters, the idea of
the kingdom of the House of David could not have been realized.
Another naive and simple woman, Tamar, showed the
strength of waiting and hoping, of having faith even when she
became the subject of mockery. She sat as a widow in her
3| father’s house, waiting for Shelah. Tamar remained faithful and
toyal. In her simplicity and naiveté, she instinctively trusted
Judah. She could not tear herself away from him; something
fateful, incomprehensible, tied her to him. Something larger
would come of it. So she made the desperate, imbecilic decision
2(, to sit at the crossroad. Fate pushed her to it. The strength of
absurd loyalty is the second foundation of the concealed world
of the kingdom of the House of David, of the idea of the Messiah,
Even if the Jewish people had the glow of the past and the
promise of a glorious future—*“Then you shall see and be radi-
,,“ ant, and your heart shall throb and be enlarged; because the

abundance of the sea shall be turned unto you, the wealth of the
nations shall come unto you” (Isa. 60:5)—of what use would
these be, if the Jewish people had not had a Tamar and hun-
dreds, thousands, like her, who sat “until Shelah will grow up”
4 (Gen 38:11), who waited patiently under the most horrible cir-

A7

oLd GE8C8B35SYEL allAey dweg BLL:0LELcOInr



L1d

(\cumstances? Everyone laughed and mocked, saving, God has
long forgotten you. Thousands of years passed, and the Divine
oosliis ol year :

proxnise was not fulfilled; yet the Tamars kept waiting, They sat
on_tfieﬂgréﬁ—ﬂg on Tish'ah Be-Av and cried: “On this night my
sons cry and wail; on this night my Temple was destroved and
my palaces burnad.” For thousands of years, the Tamars repeat-
ed every morning: “I believe with perfect faith in the coming of
the Messiah.” '
Besides David angd the King Messiah, who represent the
revealed kingdom of Israel, we need to recognize the Tamars,

L whose patient waiting made possible the concealed world, these

e

quiet heroes who “rose up before one could discern another”
(Ruth 3:14). Those who kepi faith and kept watch at night, over

the concealed world, represent a greater miracle than political

leaders of the revealed worid,

In truth, the conceaied world of the kingdom of the House of
David actually began with simple women, who were naive and
unwitting. But great powers of the soul are sometimes con-
cealed beneath an earthy surface of vulgarity, The sparks of
&“a—ﬁéfﬁfj} smolder bepeath gray mountains of ash 7T
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